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Interactions and activities of people recorded 
as digital traces via digital devices or online 
environments offer increasingly comprehen-
sive pictures of both, individual and group-le-
vel behavior. These traces may even allow to 
describe and explain human biases like 
perception biases, gender bias or sexist 
attitudes. However, several methodological 
challenges arise when working with non-re-
active digital trace data. In this talk, Professor 
Wagner will focus on some of the issues that 
become apparent when we aim to measure 
and explain social constructs like sexist 
attitudes based on the digital traces that 
humans leave online. She will present some 
work on assessing the measurement bias of 
Natural Language Processing (NLP) methods 
for detecting sexism. Secondly, Professor 
Wagner will show how homophily and groups 
size differences impact the visibility of 
minorities in rankings and to what extent 
perception biases of humans can be explai-
ned by the structure of the social network in 
which they are embedded.

Claudia Wagner is Professor for Applied 
Computational Social Science at RWTH 
Aachen University and Head of Computatio-
nal Social Science Department at GESIS – 
Leibniz Institute for the Social Sciences. Her 
main research interests include the metho-
dological challenges that arise when using 
digital trace data and the impact of the 
digitalization on society.

We welcome Claudia Wagner as a guest of 
our workshop Women in Computational 
Social Sciences which takes place in Lucerne 
from November 12th to 14th. The workshop 
aims at fostering collaboration between 
female computer scientists and social 
scientists, making use of each other’s value 
domain knowledge, developing a form of 
multilingualism among scholars.

The workshop is in line with the University of 
Lucerne’s effort to use the opportunities of 
digital data to research society, which has 
also seen the launch of the Lucerne Master in 
Computational Social Sciences (LUMACSS) 
in fall 2019. 

The keynote is public and open to everyone. 
No registration required.

The meeting will be hybrid: on-site and 
online. The link for the online participation 
can be retrieved from the online agenda of 
the University of Lucerne:
www.unilu.ch/agenda

Mask wearing is mandatory for on-site 
participants.
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